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University of Calgary 
The Sociology of Aging 

Sociology 373 
Fall, 2008 

 
Instructor: Jessica A. Gish 
Class: Wednesdays 6:00-8:50pm, ST 130 
Office: SS 952 
Office Hours: Wednesday 4:00-5:30pm 
Phone: 220-5982 
Email: jagish@ucalgary.ca
 
* Please use email sparingly.  I will not answer questions over email that can already be 
answered by written material given to you during lecture.  Questions or concerns about the 
course assignments and lecture material should be addressed in class, during office hours, or 
during a scheduled appointment. 
 
Course Description 
 
Aging is a social, cultural, and biological phenomenon.  This course examines the experience of 
aging from the perspective of someone positioned at the later end of the life course, but considers 
also that aging is an individual and social phenomenon applicable to those who are not yet ‘old.’  
Various sociological approaches used to conceptualize the aging process and generate 
knowledge about age and old age will be discussed.  Debate and controversy surrounding a 
multitude of age-relevant topics are addressed: gender, anti-aging technologies, life extension, 
creativity and wisdom, population aging, family caregiving, the politics of health care provision, 
retirement and pension policy.  This course explores what it means to age in contemporary 
Canada, an “age conscious” milieu that values youth, health, productivity, cost-efficiency, and 
consumerism. 
 
Required Text 
 
Moody, H. (2005). Aging Concepts and Controversies. Fifth Edition. Thousand Oaks: Pine 
Forge Press. 
 
Additional readings will be posted on Blackboard.   
 
Course Requirements 
 
Examinations 
 
You will write two exams.  The first exam will be written during class hours on October 29.  The 
second exam will be written during the final examination period (time and location TBD by 
registrar).  You will have two hours to write each exam.  Exams will consist of multiple-choice 
questions and a few short-answer questions.  Exams are based on material presented in the 
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textbook, lectures, assigned readings, videos, class discussion, and guest speakers (if applicable).  
Exams will not be cumulative.  Each exam is worth 30% of your grade.   
 
Written Assignment (Due: November 26) 
 
You are required to identify a cultural textual artifact and write 5-6 pages analyzing its 
sociological significance.  A textual artifact consists of any visual (i.e. commercial, movie, 
television show) or print document (i.e. magazine or newspaper article, advertisement, pamphlet, 
policy statement, certificate, website, survey form, etc).  Provide a detailed description of your 
artifact including where it came from and what it comprises (1-2 pages).  Use the artifact as data 
to make connections to theories about aging, sociological concepts, and debate and controversy 
about aging from the course material (3-4 pages).  You will use the course textbook, assigned 
readings, and lecture material as your reference sources.  You should use proper citations 
throughout your paper.  Assessment will be based on the extent to which you make use of the 
required reading and material presented in lecture.  This assignment is worth 40% of your final 
grade.  Further guidelines will be handed out in class.  Late assignments will be penalized 2% for 
each day the assignment is late. 
 
* You should cite your sources using APA referencing guidelines.  You can find guidance at the 
following website: http://www.library.ubc.ca/home/about/instruct/apastyle.html

 
Class Attendance and Videos 
 
This course is intended to be dynamic and interactive.  Regular attendance and active 
participation is encouraged.  Class discussion will be more meaningful if you come prepared to 
class.  Please bring your textbook and additional reading material with you.  At times we will 
break into group work, so it will be necessary to have your reading materials on hand. 
 
Videos are considered testable course material.  If you miss a video in class, you will be required 
to arrange viewing on your own time.  Some of the videos are available only through Interlibrary 
Loan through the university library and will not be easy for you to track down, so it is in your 
best interest to attend class when videos are being shown. 
 
Blackboard 
 
This course is made available on Blackboard.  You can find the course outline, additional 
reading assignments, written assignment instructions, and powerpoint presentations on 
Blackboard.  Powerpoint presentations will be posted the day after lecture has taken place.  They 
should not be considered a substitute for coming to lecture.  Not all lecture material will be made 
available to you on powerpoint slides.   

http://www.library.ubc.ca/home/about/instruct/apastyle.html
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LECTURE SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
SEPTEMBER 17 – Introduction, Age Nomenclature, Ageism, and Representations of Aging and 
Old Age in the Media 
 
Class activity: Complete age identification questionnaire 
 
Reading assignment:  
 
Kaufman, G. & Elder Jr., G. H. (2002). Revisiting aging identity: A research note. Journal of Aging 
Studies, 16, 169-176. 
 
Blakeborough, D. (2008). “Old People Are Useless”: Representations of Aging on The Simpsons. 
Canadian Journal of Aging, 27(1), 57-67. 
 
SEPTEMBER 24 – Theories on Aging 
 
Class activity: Review age identification questionnaire 

 
Reading assignment: 
 
Chapman, S. (2005). Theorizing about aging well: Constructing a narrative. Canadian Journal on Aging, 
24(1), 9-18. 

 
Estes, C.L. (2003). Theoretical perspectives on old age policy: A critique and a proposal. In S. Biggs, A. 
Lowenstein & J. Hendricks (Eds.), The need for theory: Critical approaches to social gerontology (pp. 
219-243). Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing Company, Inc. (RESERVE READING) 
 
Moody Reading #15 (pp. 124) 
 
OCTOBER 1 – Life course perspective, part 1 
 
Class activity: Video – 49 UP; Critically Exam Age Artifacts 
 
Moody (Basic Concepts I. A Life Course Perspective on Aging, pp. 1-25). 
 
OCTOBER 8 – Life course perspective, part 2 and the Gendered Life Course 
 
Class activity:  
 
Reading assignment: 
 
Elder, Jr., G. H. & Johnson, M. K. (2003). The Life Course and Aging: Challenges, Lessons, and New 
Directions. In R. A. Settersten Jr. (Ed.), Invitation to the Life Course: Toward New Understandings of 
Later Life (pp. 49-81).  Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing Company, Inc. (RESERVE READING) 
  
McDonald, L., & Robb, A. L. (2004). The Economic Legacy of Divorce and Separation for Women in 
Old Age. Canadian Journal on Aging, 23(5), S83-S97.   
READ, pp. S84-S86 & S94-S96 
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OCTOBER 15 – Women, Aging and Feminist Gerontology 
 
Class activity: Video – Let’s Face It.  Women Explore Their Aging Faces 
 
Reading assignment: 
 
Calasanti, T. (2007). Bodacious Berry, Potency Wood and the Aging Monster: Gender and Age Relations 
in Anti-Aging Ads. Social Forces, 86(1), 335-355. 
 
Holstein, M. B. (2001-2002). Feminist perspective on anti-aging medicine. Generations, 25(4), 38-43. 
 
Moody (Basic Concepts II. Social and Economic Outlook for an Aging Society, pp. 133-155).   
DO NOT READ, pp. 155-162 
 
OCTOBER 22 – Population Aging, Biological Aging, Life Expansion and Longevity 
 
Class activity: Video – Live to Be 150…Can You Do It?  
 
Reading assignment: 
 
McDaniel, S. A. (2003). Toward disentangling policy implications of economic and demographic changes 
in Canada’s aging population. Canadian Public Policy, 29(4), 491-510. 
 
Moody (pp. xxi-xxix) 
  
Moody (Controversy 1. Why Do We Grow Old?, pp. 27-41) 
Readings #1-3, #6-7 
Focus on the Future: “I Dated a Cyborg!” 
 
OCTOBER 29 – Midterm Exam 
 
NOVEMBER 5 – Aging, Creativity and Meaning in Life 
 
Class activity: Video – Do Not Go Gently; Review Written Assignment Guidelines 
  
Reading assignment: 
 
Moody (Controversy 2. Does Creativity Decline With Age?, pp. 75-84) 
Focus on Practice: Older-Adult Education 
Readings #8-11 
Focus on the Future: Late-Life Learning in the Information Society 
 
Moody (Controversy 3. Does Old Age Have Meaning?, pp. 109-117) 
Focus on Practice: Reminiscence and Life Review 
Readings #13, 14, 16 
Focus on the Future: Conscious Aging 
 
NOVEMBER 12 – Retirement, Work, and Canadian Pension Policy 
 
Class activity: Film clip – About Schmidt 
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Reading assignment: 
 
Denton, M. A., Kemp, C.L., French, S., Gafni, A., Joshi, A., Rosenthal, C.J., & Davies, S. (2004). 
Reflexive Planning for Later Life. Canadian Journal on Aging, 23(5), S71-S82. 
 
Ibbott, P., Kerr, D., & Beaujot, R. (2006). Probing the future of mandatory retirement in Canada. 
Canadian Journal on Aging, 25(2), 373-386. 
 
Moody (Controversy 4. Should Age or Need Be the Basis for Entitlement?, pp. 163-175) 
Readings #19-20 
 
Moody (Controversy 6. Is Retirement Obsolete?, pp. 231-244) 
Focus on Practice: Preretirement Planning 
Readings #25-28 
 
NOVEMBER 26 – Caregiving and Social Support 
 
Class activity: TBA 
 
Reading assignment: 
 
Kemp, C. L., & Denton, M. (2003). The allocation of responsibility for later life: Canadian reflections on 
the roles of individuals, government, employers, and families. Ageing and Society, 23, 737-760. 
 
Moody (Basic Concepts III. Aging, Health Care, and Society, pp. 267-277, 282-298)  
 
Moody (Controversy 7. Should We Ration Health Care for Older People?, pp. 299-311) 
Readings #29, #32, #33 
 
Moody (Controversy 8. Should Families Provide for Their Own?, pp. 329-332) 
 
Moody (Controversy 9. Should Older People Be Protected from Bad Choices?, pp. 363-372) 
Readings #40, #42 
 
Written Assignment Due @ 6:00pm 
 
* The lecture schedule and readings assignments may change throughout the course of the semester, but 
if this is the case, I will be sure to notify you ahead of time.
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Mandatory Notices: 
 
Deferrals: If at all possible you must provide advance notice to the instructor if you are unable to 
take a test or pass in an assignment or essay on time. All requests for deferral of a course 
component due to health reasons must be accompanied by written documentation as outlined in 
the University Calendar and should be obtained while the student has the physical or emotional 
problem rather than after recovery. Deferrals will be allowed in the following circumstances: 
illness, domestic affliction or religious conviction. Travel arrangements and misreading of the 
syllabus are not valid reasons for requesting a deferral. Deferrals will not be granted if it is 
determined that just cause is not shown by the student. 
 
If you have missed a test for a legitimate reason, the instructor can require you to write a “make 
up” test as close in time to the original test as possible or can choose to transfer the percentage 
weight to another course component. If the instructor schedules a “make up” test for you, its date 
and location will be at the convenience of the Sociology Department.  
 
Please note that requests to defer a final examination or to defer term work past the end of a term 
go through the Undergraduate Programs Office (UPO) and must be processed by the deadlines 
that are established in the U. of C. Calendar. You can find the forms you need at: 
Deferred Final Exam Application:  
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/Winter2008DEFERREDFINALEXAMINATIONS.pdf 
Deferred Term Work Form:  
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/defTW.pdf 
You must submit these deferral forms to the Social Sciences Associate Dean (Students) through the UPO 
office: Undergraduate Programs Office, 4th Floor, MacEwan Student Centre.  

To make an appointment with the Associate Dean, phone (403) 220-8155. 

Only the Associate Dean approves requests for deferrals which extend beyond the end of a term. 
Instructors are not involved in such decisions.  
 
Ethics Research: Students are advised that any research with human subjects--including  
any interviewing (even with friends and family), opinion polling, or unobtrusive observation--
must have the approval of the Departmental Ethics Committee. In completing course 
requirements, students must not undertake any human subjects research without discussing their 
plans with the instructor, to determine if ethics approval is required.  
 
Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, cheating and other academic misconduct are regarded as 
serious academic offenses. Students are advised to consult the University Calendar which 
presents a Statement of Intellectual Honesty and definitions and penalties associated with 
cheating, plagiarism, and other academic misconduct.  
  
The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) legislation disallows the 
practice of having students retrieve assignments from a public place, e.g., outside an instructor’s 
office or the Department main office. Written assignments must be returned to students 
individually, during class, or during the instructor’s office hours; if a student is unable to pick up 
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her/his assignment s/he may provide the instructor with a stamped, self-addressed envelope to be 
used for the return of the assignment.  
 
Safewalk: The University of Calgary provides a “safe walk” service to any location on Campus, 
including the LRT, parking lots, bus zones, and campus housing. For Campus Security/Safewalk 
call 220-5333. Campus Security can also be contacted from any of the “Help” phones located 
around Campus.  
 
Academic Accommodation: Students with a disability, who require academic accommodation, 
need to register with the Disability Resource Centre (MC 295, telephone 220-8237). Academic 
accommodation letters need to be provided to course instructors no later than fourteen (14) days 
after the first day of class. It is a student’s responsibility to register with the Disability 
Resource Centre and to request academic accommodation, if required. 
 
Grading System: Grades are entered as raw scores into the grading system.  Your final letter 
grade is computed based on the weighted sum of your raw scores.  The University of Calgary 
calendar provides the following grade description: 
 

Excellent, superior performance: A+ = 95%-100% A = 85-94% A- = 80-84% 
Good, above average performance: B+ = 77-79% B = 73-76% B- = 70-72% 
Satisfactory, basic understanding: C+ = 67-69% C + 63-66% C- = 60-62% 
Minimal pass, marginal performance: D+ = 55-59% D = 50-54% 
Unsatisfactory performance: F = 0-49% 
 

 
 
 


