AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, 201- LT 20
University of Calgary

Spring: 2008 Course Outline

Class: Room: ST 129, T and R, 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Tutorial T and R, 2 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Professor: Dr. Nancy Doetzel
Assistant: Nate Turley

Office: SS 902: Office Hours: 10:30 Tuesdays & Thursdays

Email: ndoetzel@ucalgary.ca Telephone: 220-6226

Course Objectives: This course will assist you to devel op
critical and appreciative analysis skills to enable you to
exam ne the social construction of your self concept, your
famly, your culture and society. A major goal, as your
prof essor, is to encourage fun in |earning and enpower each
student to devel op a passion for studying sociol ogy.

Student responsibilities:1. A careful and punctual reading
of the required material. 2. Regular attendance at |ectures
and participation in class discussions and questions; if
student m sses too many cl asses, he or she nmay be asked to
drop the course. 3. Being punctual for class 4. A respect
denonstrated for the professor and fell ow students by not
engagi ng i n conversation when the professor or another
student is speaking; enmailing the professor only when
necessary and allow ng at | east 48 hours for a reply. 5.
Turning cell phones off, and not using |ab top conputers
during class, unless given perm ssion by the professor to
do so. 6. Checking Bl ackboard and email regularly for
nmessages related to this course. 7. Handing in assignnments
on tine at the beginning of classes on the due date;

(unl ess an alternative arrangenent has been nade with the
professor, late papers or re-witten papers or enuiled
papers will not be accepted for marking.) 8. Providing the
prof essor with a doctor’s note certifying that an ill ness
prevented the student fromwiting a test or conpleting an
assi gnment .
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Required text book and reader:

1/ Li ndsey, Linda.; Beach, Stephen., Ravelli, Bruce. (2006).
Core Concepts in Sociology. Toronto: Pearson Education
Canada.

2/ Ravel i, Bruce (2005). Exploring Canadian Sociology: A
Reader. Toronto: Pearson Educati on Canada.

Assessment of Course Work: 30% of the final mark is based
on essays, written assignments & group work and 70% of
final mark is based on multiple choice questions

1/ For each chapter of the text/reader covered in class,
students will be given either a quiz, group work or witten
assignment related to the course material covered, for a
total of (25%) of the final mark. This assessnent of your
learning will commonly take place in the second cl ass

(Thur sdays) of each week and will cover two text chapters
and two reader chapters, and or speakers and fil ns

i ntroduced into the classes.

2/Mid-term Student Assessment (multiple choice) for (20%)
of final mark (May 29)

3/ Individual Assignment (15%) of final mark).. due the class
before group presentations, (June 17).

Associated with the novie “Pay It Forward” and the outline
on the bottom of (pg.24) of your text book “being a good
Soci ol ogist nmeans . . .,” each student will be responsible
for pulling some maj or sociological concepts (froma
specific text book chapter) along with theories fromthe
text chapter one, such as the (Conflict or Synbolic
Interactionismtheories); you will hand in a three to four
page, double spaced essay, with at |east two references,
out si de your text book and reader. You are responsible for
appl ying APA referencing to this paper. (An outline will be
given out and this will be explained further in class.
Goup tine will be given in class, also).

4/Group Assignment (10%) of final mark), due to be
presented on June 24.

Groups of about five students will apply theory fromtheir
text books to socially construct an “ideal” social novenent
that honors the nmessage in the novie Pay it Forward: think
of an idea to change our world and put it into action.
along with the profile of what makes an i1deal sociologist



stated on page 24 in your text book. Each group will give
the professor a copy of their presentations, which could be
(power point, outline of a skit & song lyrics, video clips,
posters, etc.). Alist of the students involved in the
group project and an assessnent of each group nenber’s
investnment in the project (rated 1-5) will also be handed
into the professor. Cass presentations should be 10-15

m nut es

4/Final Exam: to be scheduled by the Registrar on June 27,
28 or 30; 30% of final mark (multiple choice, true and
false) (based on course readings, |ectures, class
present ati ons, guest speakers and vi deos).

Grading System:

A+(95-100); A(85-94); A- (80-84); B+(77-79); B(73-76); B-
(70-72); C+(67-69): C(63-66); C (60-62); D+ (55-59);: D
(50-54); F (0-49).

Class Schedule, with flexibility

May 15: Introduction to Sociol ogy/ Pay It Forward novie
(What Kind of Learner are You)? (pg. xxi in text) Please
conpl ete the questionnaire so we can address it in class.

Text Book (Ch.1): The Soci ol ogi cal Perspective
Reader: (ch. 1) The Prom se of Soci ol ogy

May 17: Text Book, (Ch. 2) Research and Mt hodol ogy.
Reader: (Ch. 12), Researching Deal ers and Smuggl ers.

May 20: Text Book (Ch.3): Socialization and the Famly;
Reader (Ch.17), Looking Back, Looking Ahead: Canadi an
Fam lies in Perspective.

May 22: Text Book (Ch. 4), Culture; Reader: Chapter # 14,
Does the Vertical Msaic still exist?

May 27: Text Book (Ch. 5), Sexuality & Gender; Reader:
(Ch.6), The body Beautiful: Adolescent Grls and | mages of
Beaut y.



May 29: MIDTERM: everything covered up to May 27 (20% of
mark)

Reader: Ch. 7) Even if | Don’t know what |’ m doing, | can
Make it Look |ike I know What | Am Doi ng Becom ng a Doctor
in the 1990s.

June 3:Text Book (Ch. 7): Mnority Problens.
Reader: (Ch. 16), Aboriginal ldentity.

June 5: Text Chapter 10: Coll ective Behavi our
Reader: Ch 2

June 10: Text Book (Ch. 8), Deviance; Reader: (Ch.9),
Devi ance i n Canada

June 12: Text Book (Ch.9), Religion.
Prof essor’ s handout. Reader (Ch. 19), Some Very Good News
via Sone Bad Mt hs.

June 17

Reader: Chapter 4 Reader: Disclainmer Mannerisns of
Students: How to avoid Being Label ed as cheaters
Revi ew for Fina

G oup work

*Individual papers due

June 24:Group Presentations and celebration.

June 26: Review for final examination



Uni versity Policies:

Saf ewal k:  The University of Calgary provides a "safe wal k"
service to any

| ocati on on Canpus, including the LRT, parking |lots, bus
zones, and canpus

housi ng. For Canpus Security/ Safewal k call 220-5333.
Canmpus Security can

al so be contacted fromany of the "Hel p* phones | ocated
around Canpus.

Ethics Research: Students are advised that any research

W th human subjects--including any interviewing (even with
friends and famly), opinion polling, or unobtrusive
observation--nust have the approval of the Departnental
Ethics Comnmttee. |In conpleting course requirenents,
students must not undertake any human subjects research

wi t hout discussing their plans with the instructor, to
determine if ethics approval is

required.

Academic Misconduct: cheating is regarded as a serious
academ c offense. Students are advised to consult the
Uni versity Cal endar, which presents a Statenent of

Intell ectual Honesty and definitions and penalties
associated with cheating, plagiarism and other academ c
m sconduct .

FOIP: "The Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy (FO P)legislation disallows the practice of having
students retrieve assignnments froma public place, e.qg.,
outside instructor's office, the departnent office etc.
Term assi gnnments nust be returned to students individually,
during class or during the instructors office hours; if a
student is unable to pick up their assignnent fromthe
instructor, they may provide the instructor with a stanped,
sel f -addressed envel ope to be used for the return of the
assi gnnment "

Exam Policies: You nust provide advance notice to the
instructor if you are unable to take an exam Al requests
for deferral of an exam nation due to health reasons rmnust
be acconpanied by witten docunentation as outlined in the
Uni versity Cal endar and shoul d be obtained while the
student has the physical or enotional problemrather than
after recovery.



Def erred exanms nay be allowed in the follow ng

ci rcunstances: illness, donestic affliction or religious
conviction. If you have mssed an examfor a legitimte
reason, you will be able to wite a "make up" exam as cl ose

to the original exam as possible. The date and | ocation
wi Il be at the conveni ence of the Sociol ogy Departnent. For
deferrals of a final exam requests need to go through the
dean of the departnent. Travel arrangenents and m sreadi ng
of the syllabus are not valid reasons for requesting a
deferred exam Deferred exans will not be granted if it is
determ ned that just cause is not shown by the student.

Ext ensi ons and Late Assignnents: Extensions for assignnments
may be granted in the case of unforeseen circunstances as
deened legitimate by the instructor but extensions nmust be
requested prior to the assignnent deadli ne.

Your attitude is inportant in this class: keep this
Swi ndol | nessage in your binder, as we will refer to it.

Academic Accommodation

Students with a disability, who require academic accommodation, need to
register with the Disability Resource Centre (MC 295, telephone 220-8237).
Academic accommodation letters need to be provided to course instructors no
later than fourteen (14) days after the first day of class. It is a student’s
responsibility to register with the Disability Resource Centre and to request
academic accommodation, if required.

Handing in Papers Outside of Class, Return of Final Papers, and Release of
Final Grades

1. When students are unable to submit papers at class, they should make
arrangements to hand in their papers directly to the instructor or teaching assistant
rather than at the Sociology Department main office.

2. Final papers will not be returned through the Sociology Department main office.
The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) legislation
disallows the practice of having students retrieve assignments from a public place,
(i.e., outside an instructor’s office, the department office, etc.). Students who want
their final papers returned by mail must attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope
with the paper. Otherwise final papers will only be available for pick-up during
the instructor’s office hours at the end of this term or the beginning of the next
term.

3. Final grades are not posted by the Sociology department. They are only available
online.




ATTI TI DE

The longer | live, the nore | realize the inpact of
attitude on life. Attitude to nme is nore inportant than
facts. It is nore inportant that the past, than education,
t han noney, than circunstances, than failures, than
successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is

nore inportant than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It
wi |l make or break a company..a church..a honme. The

remar kable thing is we have a CHOICE every day regarding
the attitude we will enbrace for that day. We cannot

change our past.we cannot change the fact that people wll
act in a certain way. W cannot change the inevitable. The
only thing we can choose is the one thing we have, and that
is our attitude. I amconvinced that life is 10% of what
happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with
you: we are in charge of our attitudes! (Charles Sw ndoll)




	Academic Accommodation

