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Introduction to Legal Studies 

Fall 2015 

TuTh 09:30- 10:45 

ENA103 

 

 

 

Instructor: CGK Atkins 

Office 

Location: 
SS939 

Office Phone: 403 210 9433 

E-Mail: catkins@ucalgary.ca 

Web Page: www.myimaginaryillness.com; www.chloegkatkins.com 

Office Hours: TBA; by appointment 

 

Course Description:  
This is an introductory course in the Law and Society Program. It provides the student with both a 

theoretical and practical framework with which to examine foundational texts in the field of socio-

legal studies.  After examining essential concepts we will progress toward the end of the course to 

examine specific issues within Canadian law.   

We will examine a variety of texts from a number of historical periods. These texts will help us 

analyze cultural and social influences in the formation of law and politics and society in general 

and, Canadian legal culture, specifically. 

Objectives of the Course: 

By the end of the course the student should be equipped with critical and analytical skills with 

which she or he can approach a wide variety of materials.  This will allow the student to begin to 

grasp the manner in which law, politics and culture interpenetrate one another and, the manner in 

which Canadian law is formed and re-formed across time. 

 

Textbooks and Readings:  
Edmund Burke. Reflections on the Revolution in France. (Ed. J.G.A. Pocock) Hackett 

Publishing.     

Canada: Constitution Act 1867-1982.     

John Locke. Second Treatise of Government (ed. C.B. Macpherson), Hackett Publishing.   

Plato. The Trial and Death of Socrates. (tr. G.M.A. Grube), Hackett Publishing.     

William Shakespeare. The Merchant of Venice. Oxford University Press. 

Readings to be retrieved online from e-journals and other websites. 

 

Non-Required but Highly Recommended Tools      

o With regard to formatting and style, please use: The Chicago Manual of Style; it is 

available as a book, at the book store and also online. Please note that a consistent and 

http://www.myimaginaryillness.com/


accurate formatting style is fundamental to the writing components of this course.    

o Funk and Wagnalls Canadian College Dictionary. Toronto: Fitzhenry and Whiteside; 

Oxford English Dictionary (latest editions). 

o Chapman, Robert L., ed. The Original Roget's International Thesaurus, fifth edition. New 

York: Harper Collins, 1992. 

o Globe and Mail;  

o The New York Times;  

o The Economist;  

o Alberta Views;  

o The Walrus;  

o Macleans 

 

Assignments and Evaluation: 
In-class essay/test  (25 %) - (Plato & Shakespeare): 6 October 2015 

 

In-class essay/test (35%) –  (Locke & Burke & Cdn Constitution): 3 November 2015 

 

Take Home Final Essay/Exam (40 %) - (entire term of readings): 1- 8 December 2015 

 

Students are expected to use ONLY the required texts and readings in their assignments. It is not 

necessary or expected for students to draw on any materials other than ones mentioned in class. 

Any use of the other un-cited documents or materials will be treated as plagiarism.  

 

ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS AND HAVE BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 

 

All assignments must be completed and receive a passing grade in order to receive a passing 

mark. 

 

It is the student's responsibility to keep a copy of each submitted assignment. 

 

Note: Please hand in your essays directly to your instructor. If it is not possible to do so, a daytime 

drop box is available in SS102. A night drop box is also available for after-hours submission. 

Assignments will be removed from the drop box the following morning and stamped with the 

CURRENT day’s date, then placed in the instructor’s mailbox.  

 

Registrar-scheduled Final Examination:  No 

 

Internet and Electronic Communication Device Information: 

Students may use laptops and tablets in class to take notes in class and, to search the internet when 

asked to do so by the instructor. 

In general, Phones, Smartphones and Music devices MUST be turned off or placed “on vibrate.”  

If you must answer a call, please leave the room prior to doing so as a courtesy to the rest of the 

class. 

 

When used in a manner that is directly related to student learning, electronic devices are generally 

acceptable subject to the following conditions: 



1. its use does not distract the student and/or those students seated nearby 

2. any student who uses an electronic device may be asked to leave the class immediately 

if his or her conduct with the device becomes unacceptable. 

3. ALL electronic devices will NOT be permitted during in class tests. 

 

 

Policy for Late Assignments:  
If a student requires an extension, it is important that s/he contact the instructor as soon as possible 

and NOT the night before the assignment is due.  As the main Sociology Department office does 

not deal with any course-related matters, you must arrange with me how and when to hand in late 

material. 

 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act: 

This course is conducted in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 

Act (FOIP).  As one consequence, students should identify themselves on all written work by 

using their ID number.  Also you will be required to provide a piece of picture identification 

in order to pick up an assignment or look at a final exam.    

For more information see also http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy. 

 

The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIPP) legislation does not allow 

students to retrieve any course material from public places. Anything that requires handing back 

will be returned directly during class or office hours. “If students are unable to pick up their 

assignments from the instructor, they provide the instructor with a stamped, self-addressed 

envelope to be used for the return of the assignment." 

 

Writing Skills Statement: 

All written assignments (including, although to a lesser extent, written exam responses) will be 

assessed at least partly on writing skills. Writing skills include not only surface correctness 

(grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.) but also general clarity and organization. 

Research papers must be properly documented.    If you need help with your writing, you may 

use the Writing Centre.  Visit the website for more details: http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-

support 

 

Grading System:  
The following grading system is used in the Faculty of Arts: 

 

 Grading Scale 

A+  96-100 

A  90-95.99 

A -  85-89.99 

B+  80-84.99 

B  75-79.99 

B-  70-74.99 

C+  65-69.99 

C  60-64.99 

C-  55-59.99 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-support
http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-support


D+  53-54.99 

D  50-52.99 

F  0-49 

 

Where a grade on a particular assignment is expressed as a letter grade, it will normally be 

converted to a number using the midpoint of the scale.  That is, A- would be converted to 87.5 for 

calculation purposes.  F will be converted to zero. 

 

Handing in Papers, Assignments 

1. The main Sociology Department office does not deal with any course-related matters. 

Please speak directly to your instructor. 

2. Protection of Privacy: The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIPP) 

legislation does not allow students to retrieve any course material from public places. 

Anything that requires handing back will be returned directly during class or office hours. 

If students are unable to pick up their assignments from the instructor, they provide the 

instructor with a stamped, self-addressed envelope to be used for the return of the 

assignment. 

3. Final grades are not posted by the Sociology Department. They are only available online. 

 

Ethics Research 

Students are advised that any research with human subjects – including any interviewing (even 

with friends and family), opinion polling, or unobtrusive observation – must have the approval of 

the Faculty Ethics Committee. In completing course requirements, students must not undertake 

any human subjects research without discussing their plans with the instructor, to determine if 

ethics approval is required. 

Academic Misconduct 

Please refer to the website listed below for information on University of Calgary policies on 

Plagiarism/Cheating/Other Academic Misconduct: 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k-2-1.html  

Deferrals  

When possible, please provide advance notice if you are unable to write an exam or 

complete/turn-in assignments on time. All requests for deferral of a course component due to 

health reasons must be accompanied by written documentation as outlined in the University 

Calendar and should be obtained while the student has the health issue rather than after recovery. 

Deferrals will be allowed in the following circumstances: illness, domestic affliction or religious 

conviction. Travel arrangements, misreading the syllabus, and scheduling conflicts with other 

classes or employment are not valid reasons for requesting a deferral. Deferrals will not be granted 

if it is determined that just cause is not shown by the student.  

If you have missed a test for a legitimate reason, the instructor can require you to write a “make 

up” test as close in time to the original test as possible or can choose to transfer the percentage 

weight to another course component. If the instructor schedules a “make up” test for you, its date 

and location will be at the convenience of the Department of Sociology.  

http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k-2-1.html


Deferred Final Exam Form: Please note that requests to defer a Registrar scheduled final 

exam are dealt with through the Registrar’s Office. Further information about deadlines, and 

where paperwork should be taken, is available on the form, which can be found at: 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/Sp_Su_DFE_App.pdf  

Deferred Term Work Form: Deferral of term work past the end of a term also requires a 

form to be filled out. It’s available at 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/defTW.pdf  

Once an extension date has been agreed between instructor and student, the form should be taken 

to the Faculty of Arts Program Information Centre (SS 110) for approval by an Associate Dean 

(Students). 

Academic Accommodation Policy 
Students seeking an accommodation based on disability or medical concerns should contact 

Student Accessibility Services ; SAS will process the request and issue letters of accommodation 

to instructors. For additional information on support services and accommodations for students 

with disabilities, visit www.ucalgary.ca/access/.  

Students who require an accommodation in relation to their coursework based on a protected 

ground other than disability should communicate this need in writing to their Instructor.  

The full policy on Student Accommodations is available 

at: http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy_0.pdf  

 

Grade Reappraisal 

Within two weeks of the date the exam/assignment is returned, students seeking reappraisal of 

examinations or assignments must submit a written response to the instructor explaining the basis 

for reconsideration of one’s mark. The instructor will reconsider the grade assigned and will then 

book a time with the student to discuss his or her work and rationale. It should be noted that a re- 

assessed grade may be raised, lowered, or remain the same. 

Student Representation  

The 2015-16 Students’ Union VP Academic is Stephan Guscott: email: suvpaca@ucalgary.ca. The 

Faculty of Arts has four SU representatives who may be contacted at any of the following email 

addresses: arts1@ucalgary.ca, arts2@ucalgary.ca, arts3@ucalgary.ca, and arts4@ucalgary.ca. You 

may also wish to contact the Student Ombudsperson for help with a variety of University-related 

matters: http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds/role  

Emergency Evacuations  

In the case of fire or other emergency evacuation of this classroom, please proceed to the assembly 

point at [*YOUR location*]. Please check these assembly point locations for all of your classes 

at: http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints  

Safewalk  

The University of Calgary provides a “safe walk” service to any location on Campus, including 

the LRT, parking lots, bus zones, and campus housing. For Campus Security/Safewalk call 220-

5333. Campus Security can also be contacted from any of the “Help” phones located around 

Campus. 

 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/Sp_Su_DFE_App.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/defTW.pdf
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https://mail.ucalgary.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=lJoxklQQ9EmTcYQ3qjoDI0uWRh-msNII3fWJeNG2KDoaVkKx1G2tKByFEdZPLKgLtAaPLwFUDBw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ucalgary.ca%2fpolicies%2ffiles%2fpolicies%2fstudent-accommodation-policy_0.pdf
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Faculty of Arts Program Advising and Student Information Resources 

 

 Have a question, but not sure where to start? The new Faculty of Arts Program Information 

Centre (PIC) is your information resource for everything in Arts! Drop in at SS102, call us 

at 403-220-3580 or email us at artsads@ucalgary.ca. You can also visit the Faculty of Arts 

website at http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate which has detailed information on 

common academic concerns. 

 For program planning and advice, contact the Student Success Centre (formerly the 

Undergraduate programs Office) at (403) 220-5881 or visit them on the 3rd Floor of the 

Taylor Family Digital Library 

 For registration (add/drop/swap), paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, 

contact Enrolment Services at (403) 210-ROCK [7625] or visit them at the MacKimmie 

Library Block. 

 

 

 

Schedule of Lectures and Readings:  
 

8 September 2015   Course Orientation,  

10 September 2015  Introductory Lecture;  

15 September 2015  Plato TD of S, Euthyphro 

17 September 2015  Plato, TD of S, Apology, Crito, Phaedo 

22 September 2015  Plato, Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice 

24 September 2015             Shakespeare, MofV FILM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

29 September 2015  Shakespeare, MofV FILM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

1 October 2015  Shakespeare and prep for in-class test 

6 October 2015  IN CLASS TEST on Plato and MofV 

8 October 2015  Locke 

mailto:artsads@ucalgary.ca
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate


13 October 2015  Locke 

15 October 2015  Locke/Burke 

20 October 2015  Burke 

22 October 2015  Burke 

27 October 2015  Burke & Canadian Constitution Act 

29 October 2015  Canadian Constitution Act 

3 November 2015 IN CLASS test on Locke, Burke and Canadian Constitution Act 

5 November 2015 Online journal, legislation and case decisions and other readings – 

Canadian socio-legal issues 

10 November 2015  No Class  

12 November 2015  READING DAYS  

17 November 2015 Online journal, legislation and case decisions and other readings – 

Canadian socio-legal issues 

19 November 2015 FILM: Democracy on Trial: The Morgentaler Affair. 

24 November 2015 FILM: Democracy on Trial: The Morgentaler Affair. Online journal 

readings - Canadian socio-legal issues 

26 November 2015 Online journal, legislation and case decisions and other readings – 

Canadian socio-legal issues 

1 December 2015 Online journal, legislation and case decisions and other readings – 

Canadian socio-legal issues TAKE HOME ESSAY HANDED 

OUT  



3 December 2015 class time spent answering questions and meeting with students  

8 December 2015  TAKE HOME ESSAY HANDED IN TO SS939 at 9:30 am. 

 

 

 


